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Why do we need pioneers?

What is a pioneer?

   A spectrum and a variety of people
What are their key characteristics?

· First
· On the edge

· Moving out

· Bi cultural

· Know when to stay or go

· Know when to bring order or chaos

Training 

· Environment

· Exposure

· Experiences

· Education and training 
· Cohort

· Apostolic spirituality

Conditions that help them thrive

· Permission

· Imagination and creativity

· Risk

· The relationship of seed and soil

· Discipleship not attendance is the measure

Some dangers

· Professionalizing of pioneers

· Domesticate pioneers

· We fail to move from here

· No vision for pioneers from the unchurched

· Resource issues

· A change in language does not mean a change in mindset

Resources.

Centre for Pioneer Learning –supporting and resourcing pioneers
http://www.centreforpioneerlearning.org.uk/
Annual National Gathering for pioneers

http://www.breakoutpioneer.org.uk/index.php
Guidelines for OPMs http://www.freshexpressions.org.uk/sites/default/files/Encouraging%20ordained%20pioneer%20ministry.pdf
Exploring Pioneer Ministry http://www.freshexpressions.org.uk/sites/default/files/ExploringPioneerMinistry_2.pdf
Guidelines for lay pioneer ministry

http://www.freshexpressions.org.uk/sites/default/files/Encouraging%20lay%20pioneer%20ministry.pdf
On the edge , DVD and booklet for those exploring OPM-£8
http://www.freshexpressions.org.uk/resources/ontheedge/
Training institutions for OPMs

http://www.freshexpressions.org.uk/training/related/opm/
Church Army Training for lay pioneers

http://www.churcharmy.org.uk/pub/action/caFreshExpressions.aspx
Stories of pioneers

http://www.freshexpressions.org.uk/stories
Books 
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